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SUBJECT: ZAMBIAN PRESS COMMENT ON US POLICY TOWARD RHODESIA 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . PARTY-OWNED TIMES OF ZAMBIA MARCH 10 CARRIES EDITORIAL CRITICAL 
OF USG POSITION ON RHODESIAN PROBLEM. FAVORABLY NOTING COMMENTS 
BY SENATOR HUMPHREY ON RECENT BBC "PANORAMA" PROGRAM CALLING ON 
RHODESIAN WHITES TO HAND OVER POWER TO MAJORITY AND URGING WESTERN 
POWERS NOT TO FIGHT FOR RHODESIA, TIMES SAYS HUMPHREY HAS UTTERED 
WORDS "WHICH PRESIDENT FORD FINDS IMPOSSIBLE EVEN TO HUM TO 
HIMSELF." EDITORIAL CALLS USG POSITION ON RHODESIA "MEALIE- 
MOUTHED" AND "HARDLY APPRECIATIVE" OF MOZAMBICAN ACTION IN 
IMPOSING SANCTIONS. GOES ON TO CHARACTERIZE US OFFICIAL REACTION 
TO RHODESIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

AS ONE THAT, WHEN SITUATION BOILS OVER IN NEAR FUTURE, MAY FIND 
US FIGHTING ON OPPOSITE SIDE FROM AFRICAN PROGRESSIVE FORCES. 

THIS IS BECAUSE, TIMES ASSERTS, FORD ADMINISTRATION ARE FALLING 
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OPPOSED TO US. THUS, US MUST INEVITABLY EMERGE ON WRONG SIDE 
FROM WHICH IT WOULD THEN BE BARRED FROM PLAYING CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROLE. EDITORIAL GOES ON TO ARGUE THAT HOPE FOR SETTLEMENT NOW 
WITHOUT WAR IS "PIPE DREAM TURNED NONSENSICAL." CONCLUDES BY 
URGING USG TO AT LEAST "STOP MALIGNING THOSE PREPARED TO DIE 
WITH THE AFRICANS, BE THEY RUSSIANS, CUBANS, OR INDEED PEOPLE 
OF ANY NATIONALITY... IT WILL NOT HELP AFRICANS IF US LOOKS AT 
MASSIVE MILITARY ADVANCE INTO RHODESIA (AS OBLIGING HER TO) 

FIGHT THE SOVIET UNION FOR ACCOMPANYING THE AFRICANS." END UNCLAS- 
SIFIED 

2. COMMENT: VIEWS ABOUT US POLICY TOWARD RHODESIA EXPRESSED IN 
THIS EDITORIAL ARE SYMPTOMATIC OF CONCERNS BEING EXPRESSED TO 
US BY A NUMBER OF ZAMBIANS, INCLUDING SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
WE SUSPECT EDITORIAL LINE MAY EVEN HAVE BEEN DICTATED TO TIMES 
EDITORIAL STAFF BY STATE HOUSE SOURCES ALTHOUGH IN OUR EXPERIENCE 
TIMES REQUIRES LITTLE ENCOURAGEMENT TO WRITE EDITORIALS CRITICAL 
OF US, ESPECIALLY ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES. FACT IS THAT 
MANY ZAMBIANS DO CONTINUE REGARD USG, DESPITE ITS AVOWED 
DISAPPROVAL OF SMITH REGIME, TO BE FOLLOWING AMBIVALENT POLICY 
ON RHODESIA WHICH MIGHT LEAD US EVENTUALLY TO COME INTO FRAY 
ON "WRONG SIDE" IN ATTEMPT TO COUNTER WHAT WASHINGTON MAY 
SEE AS SOVIET EXPANSIONIST MOVE INTO RHODESIA. 
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